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March 10, 1905 



Cohipurison of statiMlcs of deaths and iurials in Santiago. 

On Februai'}' 15 I sent you a studj' of the mortalit}^ statistics of 
Santiago de Cuba for the year 190i. 

A few days ago I received a summary of the mortality statistics of 
this city for 1904, made by Dr. T. P. Agostini, president of the local 
board of health and chief of the sanitary department, and his iigures 
differ so much from mine that I feel bound to call j'our attention to it. 

For the sake of comparison, I have copied the two on one sheet 
(inclosure No. 1). From this you will see that he reports only 851 
deaths for the year, which is 49 less than I reported. 

In my report 1 called attention to the fact that the iigures furnished 
me were counted on the dates of burial, whereas the official figures 
were counted by the dates of deaths, and that this would make a dif- 
ference in the monthly totals, but that the diffei'ence for the year 
would be small enough to be of no consequence. 

Seeing, therefore, such a great difference, I called on Doctor Agostini 
to show him my figures, and I took also a copy of the Revista Munici- 
pal for February 18, which gave the official report of the municipal 
judge who keeps the registers of vital statistics. He gives the number 
of deaths for January', 1905, as 125 (I reported 101, which is the same 
number that Doctor Agostini reported), adding in a note that of the 
125 deaths 26 corresponded to the period of the war. Evidently these 
were persons buried elsewhere and disinterred to rebury them in the city 
cemetery. This may explain my counting 49 deaths more than Doctor 
Agostini in 1904. I am satisfied that I counted correct!}' the reports 
that were given to me and which I have preserved. 

[Inclosure No. l.j 
SANTIAGO DE CUBA. 

Mortality gtatuticg for the year 1904- 



Month. 



Number of 
burials in 
the city ceme- 
tery accord- 
ing to figures 

furnished 
this office by 
the alcalde. 



Number of 
dealbs as re- 
ported by 
Dr. T. P.Agos- 
tini, chief of 
the sanitary- 
department 
and presi- 
dent of the 
local board 
of health. 



January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Septsmber 

October 

November 

December 

Total 

According to Doctor Agostini. 

Difference 



63 
70 
71 

88 
112 
92 
80 
60 
76 
65 
75 



900 
851 



49 
62 
71 
67 
84 
104 
81 
73 
48 
74 
63 
76 



49 : 



Note.— See Public Health Reports, March 3, 1905. page 373. 



